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Following the Footprints of Shishi
The birthplace of Kanatsu-Ryu Ishizeki Shishi-Odori and what it means to perform it now.
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Without a doubt, Kanatsu-Ryu Shishi-Odori originated in Matsumori.
Until when was it performed---?
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Shishi that migrate from person to person, across mountains and rivers
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How did a dance like this come about? I wonder about it even while dancing.
What is a performing art? What is faith? I still think about these things.
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The more I research, the more mysteries I find. It’s full of inexplicable things.
We have to look at it from every possible angle. Otherwise, we cannot connect the dots.
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A dance of prayer, performed as a medium for the gods
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It is believed that wearing the headgear places us between gods and humans.
Three times in my life, I have felt wind while performing, dressed as a shishi.
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Attitude as a performing art dedicated to the gods
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The headgear is a provisional form for divine entities. The headgear itself becomes a god.
Therefore, let’s treat it with respect.
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The audience catches a glimpse of the performing side. It’s about that sensation.
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